THE CHARACTERISTICS OF LIFE
How do we know if something is living or not?


-Some living and nonliving things share ____________________________

-By looking at what most living things have in _________________ we have a basic list of the characteristics of life

The _________ Characteristics of Life

-In order to be considered __________, it has to have ________ of the following characteristics:


1. Living things are made up of ___________


2. Living things __________________


3. Living things are based on a ________________ ____________ __________


4. Living things ____________ and ____________________

5. Living things obtain and use _________________ and ________________


6. Living things __________________ to their environment


7. Living things maintain a ___________ internal environment


8. As a group, Living things ______________ over _____________
1. Living things are made up of cells

a. Some living things are made up of only _________ cell while others are made up of ________ cells

b. Cells are the ___________ units of an organism that can be considered _______

2. Living things reproduce

a. This is the production of __________ organisms

b. 2 kinds:


i. ______________ reproduction (genetic information is received from _______ parents

ii. ______________ reproduction (genetic information is received from only _______ parent

3. Living things are based on a universal genetic code

a. All organisms have a __________ code made up of _________

b. This codes for all the characteristics that make them ___________

c. It is passed down from _________________ to ___________________

4. Living things grow and develop

a. All living things ___________ during at least part of their lives

b. In many organisms, development includes times when the body _________ a lot during a short period of time

5. Living things obtain and use materials and energy

a. Plants and other ____________ take in energy from the __________________

b. Other organisms use the ___________ from ___________ to survive

c. Sometimes this ___________ has gone through an animal or two

6. Living things respond to their environment

a. Organisms ___________ and ____________ to ___________ from their environment

b. A plant seed might germinate when it has enough __________ and sunlight

c. A rabbit might grow ________ fur during the colder winter months and __________ fur during the warmer summer months

7. Living things maintain a stable internal environment

a. _____________ is the process where internal conditions are kept ___________ for survival

b. You can keep yourself warm by shivering or cool by sweating

c. _________ sugar is another example of _____________________

8. As a group, living things change over time

a. Over millions of years, populations of organisms ___________ as genetic ______________ occur and those organisms most _______ are able to survive

b. This is known as ________________
STERNGRR – LIFE PROCESSES

	Life Process
	Definition
	Examples

	Synthesis
	
	

	Transport
	
	

	Excretion
	
	

	Respiration
	
	

	Nutrition
	
	

	Growth
	
	

	Regulation
	
	

	Reproduction
	
	


Practice EOC Questions

1. Normally, when the concentration of glucose in the blood falls below a certain level, stored glucose reenters the blood until the original concentration is reached again.  What does this process illustrate?    A. synthesis
B. respiration
        C. pinocytosis            D. homeostasis
2. What do both dandelions and grasshoppers utilize in the process of regulation?

A. hormones, only
B. nerves, only
       C. hormones and nerves        D. auxins and tropisms

3. Which activity is a function of all living cells?

A. synthesis
B. locomotion
      C. anaerobic respiration       D. extra-cellular digestion

4. Which of the following best describes how respiration is accomplished?

A. necessary nutrients are circulated      B. hydrogen is used to synthesize glucose

C. metabolic wastes are absorbed           D. chemical energy is converted into a form usable by cells

5. Which of the following best describes how organisms carry out nutrition?
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They remove cellular wastes.              B. They obtain and process materials needed for other activities.

C. They exchange gases with their environment.     D. They absorb and circulate materials.

6. Which life process is indicated by the arrows in the diagram of an ameba shown?

A. digestion
B. excretion
     C. fermentation         D. transport   
7. Which substances are metabolic waste products?

A. carbon dioxide, water, urea


C. carbon dioxide, water, sugar

B. glucose, water, oxygen



D. oxygen, water, protein

